Phase 1: Stage 1
Assignment 2 - On Mars (‘Sol 1’)
	
	Activity
	Outcome(s) Covered
	Evidence
	Assessment approach

	S
	Mission Overview
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils contribute to discussion
	Teacher formative, not recorded

	1
	Mission Objectives
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils contribute to discussion
	Teacher formative, not recorded

	2
	Close Reading
(1/4)
	LIT 3(4)-14a
LIT 3(4)-16a
	Written answers
	Summative, marked by teacher & retained in folder

	3
	Fiction Versus Non-Fiction
	
	Pupils contribute to discussion
	

	4
	Close Reading

(2/4)
	LIT 3(4)-14a

LIT 3(4)-16a
	Written answers
	Summative, marked by teacher & retained in folder

	5
	‘Sol 1’ – Explore!
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupil contributes to discussion
	

	6
	‘Sol 1’ – Journal Entry
	LIT 3(4)-21a

LIT 3(4)-22a

LIT 3(4)-25a

ENG 3(4)-30a

ENG 3(4)-31a
	Written paragraph(s)
	Peer assessed and summarised in learning log.

	7
	Watch/Listen to clips from the Mars Exploration
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils take notes.

Written answers.

Pupils contribute to discussion
	Teacher formative, not recorded

	8
	Nina’s ‘Sol 1’ & ‘Sol 2’
	ENG 3(4)-19a

LIT 3(4)-14a

LIT 3(4)-15a
	Pupils select features
	

	9
	Re-drafting
	LIT 3(4)-21a

LIT 3(4)-22a

LIT 3(4)-25a

ENG 3(4)-30a

ENG 3(4)-31a
	Written paragraph(s)
	Peer, summarised in learning log

	P
	Discuss the language used.
	
	
	


Learning Intentions:

You will demonstrate good group discussion skills, including speaking clearly and listening well.
You will demonstrate awareness of the differences and similarities between fiction and non-fiction.
You will be able to describe an imagined experience effectively.
Resources needed:

PP – Assignment 2 

Mars Colony Challenger software
BBC Space Odyssey (p. 56-57 & 58-61) 
‘The Red Menace Close Reading (1/4)

‘Earth Invades Mars’ Close Reading (2/4)

Assignment 2 - Close Reading - Fiction - Nina Sulman2.doc
Assignment 2 - Close Reading - Fiction - Nina Sulman3.doc

BBC Space Odyssey (Disc 1, Clips 02, 03, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 & 11)
Starter – Class discussion: Mars Mission Details. Ask pupils to think the importance of water and how Martian ice will feature in their mission. This can take a while.

NB Praise pupils who have contributed well and focus on what they did well – e.g. clarity, spoke at length, used interesting vocabulary, non-verbal communication etc. Introduce idea that spoken literacy is important and will be highlighted in this unit.
Activity 1
Ask pupils to read over the ‘Mission Objectives’ in their Mission Logbook.  Ensure that pupils have engaged with the imaginative nature of the project.
Activity 2

Pupils to complete the close reading activity, ‘The Red Menace (1/4)’.

Activity 3

Using the ‘Earth Invades Mars’ text and one of the BBC Space Odyssey log entries used previously, ask pupils to identify the differences and the similarities between each text.  

PP Assignment 2 contains a slide containing similarities/differences.

Remind pupils that whilst they are producing imaginative responses, they are carrying out real activities upon a real planet – and learning about real science.
Activity 4

Pupils to complete the close reading activity, ‘Earth Invades Mars (2/4)’.
Activity 5
Inform pupils that NASA and ESA have granted them ‘Sol 1’ as a day of exploration; the real work will begin ‘Sol 2’.
In their teams of 2, 3 or 4 allow pupils to log in to Mars Colony Challenger.  Note: assign a ‘Mission Commander’ – he/she will be responsible for running the server on their PC/laptop to which the other team members will connect.
Pupils should familiarise themselves with interpreting the user interface and navigating Mars. Encourage them to take notes of what instrumentation they see.  The ‘F1’ key should provide the display of the ‘Help’ information – key bindings, Phase 1 overview.
Pupil discussion can be assessed during gameplay.
Activity 6
Pupils should create a heading in their jotter ‘Sol 1’ and record their experiences using their five senses and also their feelings: excitement, frustration, loneliness, etc. Powerpoint has some suggestions.
Pupils should reflect on their first day on Mars.  What did it sound like?  What could they see? How helpful are their colleagues?  Take questions and allow other pupils to provide their expertise.  Pupils are to produce a journal entry entitled ‘Sol 1’.

Activity 7

Explain that the class are going to look at further clips from the mission: the Mars Exploration phase of the Pegasus Mission.  While watching they should write down words and phrases that they hear.  These can be about anything – the things that they see, the noises they hear, emotions expressed by the characters.

Watch clips 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 & 11 and then ask pupils to discuss and take notes of what they have seen & heard.

Activity 8
Pupils should read the following and take notes of similarities and differences between their experience of their first day on Mars and Nina Sulman’s experiences.  What makes Nina’s experience better than theirs?
The following may be used in support:

Assignment 2 - Close Reading - Fiction - Nina Sulman2.doc 
Assignment 2 - Close Reading - Fiction - Nina Sulman3.doc

	Name
	Role
	Mission Elapsed Time
	Page

	Nina Sulman
	Mission Scientist
	123 days, 15 hours, 22 minutes. (Sol 1)
	p. 58-60

	Nina Sulman
	Mission Scientist
	124 days, 16 hours, 3 minutes. (Sol 2)
	p. 60-61


Activity 9
Pupils should re-read their ‘Sol 1’.  What changes would they make to their journal entry?

Plenary
Pupils fill in learning log:

· I know what makes a good discussion contribution.
· I can speak clearly when communicating in a group

· I can use notes to organise my ideas

· I have written in correctly constructed sentences and paragraphs.

· I can keep the same tense in writing

· I can use full stops correctly

· I know how to take and use notes from audio, visual and written sources.
· I have used interesting language to capture an imagined experience.
