Phase 1: Stage 1
Assignment 1: A Journey to Mars

	
	Activity
	Outcome(s) Covered
	Evidence
	Assessment approach

	S
	Discussion of Mars
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils contribute to discussion
	Teacher formative, not recorded

	1
	Watch/Listen to clips from an imagined First Mission to explore the Solar System
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils take notes.

Written answers.
	Summative.

	2
	Watch/Listen to clips from an imagined First Mission to Mars
	LIT 3(4)-05a
	Pupils take notes.

Written answers.

Pupils contribute to discussion
	Teacher formative, not recorded

	3
	Pair generation of imagined personal response to Mars Journey
	
	Pairs produce a written paragraph
	Teacher formative

	4
	Read Journal Entries and take notes
	LIT 3(4)-14a

LIT 3(4)-15a
	Pairs read
	

	5
	Redraft
	LIT 3(4)-21a

LIT 3(4)-22a

LIT 3(4)-25a
	Pairs redraft
	Peer assessed and summarised in learning log.

	6
	Identify features of Imaginative Writing
	ENG 3(4)-19a


	Pupils contribute to discussion Pupils select features
	Pupil-produced questions
Summative

	7
	Produce an imagined journal about Mars 2050 journey
	LIT 3(4)-21a

LIT 3(4)-22a

LIT 3(4)-25a

ENG 3(4)-30a

ENG 3(4)-31a
	Pupils produce a written paragraph(s)
	Peer assessed and summarised in learning log.

	P
	Pupils to discuss their characters
	LIT 3(4)-21a

LIT 3(4)-22a

LIT 3(4)-25a

ENG 3(4)-19a
	
	



Learning Intentions:

You will demonstrate awareness of discussion success criteria.
You will demonstrate awareness of main ideas as I watch and listen.
You will produce notes from listening and reading activities.
You will produce writing that is spelled and punctuated properly.
You will be able to describe an imagined experience effectively.
Resources needed:

- PowerPoint – Assignment 1 
- BBC Space Odyssey Press Release (http://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2004/10_october/13/space_odyssey.pdf)
- BBC Space Odyssey (Text p. 46-47 & 50)
- BBC Space Odyssey (Disc 1, Clips 02, 03, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 & 11)
- Assignment 1 – Close Reading – Fiction – Nina Sulman 1.doc 
- Assignment 1 – Activity 1 – Chapter 2 & 3 Listening.doc

Starter – Class discussion: brainstorm Mars. This can take a while.

NB Praise pupils who have contributed well and focus on what they did well – e.g. clarity, spoke at length, used interesting vocabulary, non-verbal communication etc. Introduce idea that spoken literacy is important and will be highlighted in this unit.
Activity 1

Explain that the class are going to look at clips from the first manned-mission across the solar system in 2020 – remind them that it is 2050.  While watching they should write down words and phrases that they hear.  These can be about anything – the things that they see, the noises they hear, emotions expressed by the characters.

Watch clips 02 and 03 and then ask pupils to answer the questions provided.
Activity 2

Explain that the class are going to look at further clips from the mission.  While watching they should write down words and phrases that they hear.  These can be about anything – the things that they see, the noises they hear, emotions expressed by the characters.

Watch clips 06 and 07 and then ask pupils to discuss and take notes of what they have seen & heard.


Activity 3
Individual task: give pupils 5 minutes and remind them that they are writing as if they are a character on a journey to colonise Mars in 2050.  Ask them to write for 3 minutes, ignoring spelling, punctuation, etc. just writing down what’s going through their heads.

The purpose is to demonstrate the drafting process, the difference between writing down words and phrases, to producing a more polished piece.  This piece does not have to be shared but allow pupils to provide peer feedback.
Activity 4
Ask pupils to read and take notes of interesting language, information and details, feelings and emotions:

	Name
	Role
	Mission Elapsed Time
	Page

	Alex Lloyd
	Mission Controller
	
	46

	Nina Sulman
	Mission Scientist
	75 days, 16 hours, 12 minutes
	46-47

	Tom Kirby
	Commander
	85 days, 11 hours, 14 minutes
	47



Support: PowerPoint has slide with summary information of Departure (1) and Venus (2).

Activity 5
Show your writing.  Talk through what is good and what is not so good about it.  Look at the construction of the writing in the pieces looked at during Activity 3.  Ask pupils to peer assess each other’s work – punctuation and spelling are the focus – and to correct.
Activity 6
Pupils read the following extracts:

	Name
	Role
	Mission Elapsed Time
	Page

	John Pearson
	Flight Medic
	98 days, 17 hours, 5 minutes
	50

	Zoe Lessard
	Mission Scientist
	119 days, 7 hours, 32 minutes
	50

	Yvan Grigorev
	Flight Engineer
	121 days, 11 hours, 32 minutes
	50



Groups are to construct one ‘close reading’ question for each log entry (i.e. three in total). For each question, they are to identify the group required to provide the answer.

Once this is done, pupils are encouraged to re-read each entry.  Pupils will talk about each extract and what makes it good/not good.  It could be the use of factual detail, figures of speech, word choice or the inclusion of emotional detail.
Ask pupils to take note of words and phrases that they would use to enhance their next piece of writing, which will produce their character’s imagined life before and during the journey to Mars.
Support: PowerPoint has slide with summary information of Departure (1) and Venus (2) encounter.

Activity 7
Pupils are to produce a descriptive paragraph(s) describing their experience so far as part of the Mars Colonisation Challenger expedition.
Pupils can use the words and phrases from the Space Odyssey journal entries in addition to their initial experiences from Activity 2, 3 and Activity 6.

Peer marking – pupils swap paragraphs with another pair and check spelling and sentence construction.
Plenary
Pupils to discuss their characters with each other.
Pupils fill in learning log:

· I know what makes a good discussion contribution
· I can speak clearly when communicating in a group

· I can use notes to organise my ideas

· I can keep the same tense in writing

· I can use full stops correctly

· I can use interesting language to capture an experience in writing

